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began to multiply, the rudiments of nations were
arranged, and many interesting facts are briefly
given; during the second, the details of human
history are so fragmentary, so interspersed with
polytheistic fable, that were it not for the works
of old prophecy, as found in our volume, civil
history, down to some seven hundred years before
Christ, would be nearly a blank. But all this
service to intelligence is as nothing when put by
the side of those great moral truths which have
been given for the benefit of mankind. By them
we know the attributes of the true God, and the
great reality of his government, together with
the necessities and destiny of the human race.
We can unriddle that mighty enigma of the mix-
ture of good and evil which so perplexed and
confounded the old philosophies ; we can account
for the disorders of nature, and point out the
sources of those streams of wretchedness and woe
thai come like burning lava from a volcano never
at rest; we can impart to those not in posses-
sion of our key of knowledge the secret of an
all-wise Providence, controlling and reigning in
the wild storms of human conflict that agitate the
world. Other sciences account for physical facts
and wonders in the world, but revealed truth is
a science which accounts for the moral phenom-
ena of the world of mind. It tells us what we
might have been, what we are, and what we shall
be. It opens a perfect, original plan of unspeak-
able mercy for the salvation of all who receive
and obey it, showing us how human nature be-